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SUBJECT: POLICE VISIT SOWETO READING ROOM 

SUMMARY: PERSONS STATING THEY REPRESENTED WEST RAND BOARD 
BUT BELIEVED TO BE POLICE VISITED SOWETO READING ROOM AUGUST 4. 
QUESTIONING FOCURSED ON USIS FSL BASIL ARENDSE. THIS IS SECOND TIME 
IN PAST YEAR WHEN ARENDSE SUBJECT OF INDIRECT PRESSURE FROM 
AUTHORITIES. 

ON AUG 4, ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS SOWETO YMCA WAS VISITED 
BY THE AUTHORITIES. 

1 . AT 0930 BLACK AGENT ENTERED YMCA AND ASKED YMCA DIRECTOR MANDLA 
DUBE WHERE DIRECTOR OF USIS READING ROOM WAS. DUBE RESPONDED THAT 
READING ROOM ONLY OPENS AT 1230. AT LEAST TWO WHITES WERE SEEN 

IN CAR WHILE BLACK AGENT POSED QUESTIONS. 

2. AT 1230 KNOWN BLACK CID SECURITY POLICE) AGENT VISITED READING 
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ROOM AND ASKED FSL DIRECTOR ZUKO TOFILE WHERE BASIL ARENDSE WAS. 
TOFILE REPLIED THAT ARENDSE WORKS AT JOHANNESBURG MAIN OFFICE. 
AGENT THEN ASKED HOW OFTEN ARENDSE VISITS READING ROOM. TOFILE 
REPLIED ONLY WHEN ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED WITH FILM PROGRAMMING, 
EXHIBITS OR SPECIAL PROGRAMS. AGENT ASKED FOR ARENDSE'S TELEPHONE 
NUMBERE AND WAS GIVEN USIS JOHANNES URG NUMBER. 
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3. AT APPROXIMATELY 1330, THREE WHITE MEN ENTERED READING ROOM. 

ABOUT 12 STUDENTS WERE USING THE FACILITIES. UPON SEEING AGENTS 
THEY CLEARED OUT. (SAME THREE MEN HAD BEEN OBSERVED DAY BEFORE 
IN FRONT OF YMCA IN GREEN 4100 CHEVROLET WHICH KNOWN TO BE 
SECURITY POLICE VEHICLE). MEN ASKED TOFTT.F. IF HE WAS BASIL. HE 
RESPONDED NO, HE WAS ZUKO TOFILE, READING ROOM DIRECTOR. TOFILE 
EXPLAINED BASIL ARENDSE WORKS AT MAIN USIS OFFICE IN JOHANNESBURG. 
THREE MEN SAID THEY REPRESENTED WEST RAND BOARD. THEY ASKED 

IF USIS PAYS RENT TO YMCA; TOFILE RESPONDED THAT MONTHLY FEE PAID 
FOR MAINTENANCE OF ROOM. AGENTS LOOKED AROUND ROOM AND EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN PROJECTOR AND FILMS. THEY ASKED HOW OFTEN FILMS ARE 
SHOWN. TOFILE REPLIED THERE ARE REGULAR TUESDAY EVENING FILM PROGRAMS 
AND SPECIAL FILMS ARE SHOWN AT OTHER TIMES. FILMS ARE ALSO LOANED TO 
MEMBERS. THEY ASKED HOW OFTEN ARENDSE VISITS READING ROOM. TOFILE 
SAID ONLY WHEN HE IS NEEDED. WHEN AGENTS ASKED HOW OFTEN, TOFTT.F. 

SAID HE DOES NOT KEEP CHECK. AGENTS THEN ASKED HOW OFTEN JACOBSEN 
VISITS READING ROOM. ZUKO ASKED IF THEY WERE REFERRING TO USIS 
DIRECTOR AND THEY SAID YES. TOFTT.F. REPLIED "AS OFTEN AS HE LIKES". 

AGENTS THEN ASKED WHAT DIRECTOR DOES DURING HIS VISITS. TOFTT.F. 

REPLIED: HE CHECKS ON OPERATION OF READING ROOM AND "SEES IF I'M 
DOING MY WORK WELL.. .HE IS MY BOSS." THREE MEN THEN ASKED FOR 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS WHERE ARENDSE CAN BE REACHED. TOFILE GAVE THEM 
OFFICE NUMBER, SAYING HE DOES NOT KNOW HOME NUMBER. 

4. BEFORE LEAVING, AGENTS SAID YMCA WAS REQUESTIN A GRANT FROM 
WEST RAND BOARD WHICH WAS REASON FOR VISIT. THEY ASKED TOFILE FOR 
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A TOUR OF YMCA WHICH HE GAVE THEM. DURING TOUR THREE MEN APPEARED 
ONLY CASUALLY INTERESTED IN OTHER FACILITIES. TOFTT.F. OPINES 
THAT PURPOSE OF INSPECTION WAS USIS READING ROOM NOT YMCA IN 
GENERAL, THAT MEN WERE POLICEMEN, NOT WRAB OFFICIALS AS THEY 
CLAIMED. 

5. TOFILE IMMEDIATELY TELEPHONED ABPAO HAHN AND RELATED SUBSTANCE 
OF CONVERSATION AFTER THIRD VISIT. 

6. ARENDSE HAS NOT BEEN CONTACTED DIRECTLY BY POLICE. 

NOTE: THIS IS SECOND TIME IN PAST YEAR AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT FSL BASIL ARENDSE’S USIS ACTIVITIES. IN DECEMBER, 

1976 FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WERE QUERIED ABOUT ARENDSE, WHAT HE 
DID AND WHOM HE INVITED TO HIS HOME. 

7. THIS IS FIRST SUCH INCIDENT AT READING ROOM WHERE AGENTS 
ANNOUNCING THEMSELVES AS OFFICIALS HAVE ENTERED AND 
INTERROGATED EMPLOYEE. IT IS KNOWN THAT AGENTS HAVE OCCASIONALLY 
ENTERED ROOM AND LOOKED AROUND BRIEFLY AND DEPARTED WITHOUT 
ANNOUNCING THEMSELVES. 
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8. READING ROOM IS NOT PRECISELY MIRROR EXTENSON OF USIS 
FACILITY IN DOWNTOWN JOHANNESBURG IN THAT UNDER ORIGINAL 
AGREEMENT IT IS JOINT FACILITY (AND SO NOTIFIED TO DFA) 

OF AMDA (AFRICAN MUSIC AND DRAMA ASSOCIATION) AND USIS 
AND ITS OFFICIAL TITLE IS AMDA-USIS READING ROOM. 

JOHNSON 
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